
 and Autism 
Rosalind Picard is the author of A�ective Computing, a book instrumental 
in starting a new �eld by that name. She is teaching machines to sense and 
respond more intelligently to people’s emotions and to behave in ways 
that make more expressive communication possible. Picard is founder and 
director of the A�ective Computing Research Group at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology Media Laboratory, codirector of the Things That 
Think Consortium, and leader of the new and growing Autism 
Communication Technology Initiative at MIT. She holds a PhD in electrical 
engineering and computer science from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.

Sponsored by: Women in Human Computer Interaction Series,  Women in STEM Speaker Series, Electrical and
Computer Engineering, and Committee on Lectures (funded by GSB). More info at www.lecture.iastate.edu

Mobile Technologies for Children 
Allison Druin is the director of the Human-Computer Interaction Lab and an associate professor in the University of 
Maryland's College of Information Studies and Institute for Advanced Computer Studies. Her work includes 
developing digital libraries for children, designing technologies for families, and creating collaborative storytelling 
technologies for the classroom. Druin's most active research is the International Children's Digital Library 
(www.childrenslibrary.org), now the largest digital library in the world for children, which she and colleagues 
                                                                              expanded to a nonpro�t foundation. She is the author or editor of four 
                                                                               books, including Mobile Technology for Children. Druin received her  
                                                                               Ph.D. from the University of New Mexico. 
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